
 

 
The Gypsy Thread 5/5L · J32 
Ceilidh dance 
1--  Form a chain NHJ from 1W down, across bottom 

and up to 1M, and, 1W leading, chain dances 
through arch made by 1M+2M, and cclw round set 
back to places 

9--  Repeat, 1M leading chain through arch by 
1W+2W, and clw to places 

17-- All dance BtoB with P ; All turn P RH to places, but 
1C stays BHJ(crossed) 

25-- 1c dances to bottom BHJ, turning or birling ad lib, 
(other cpls up on [31-32]) 

 
GOOD HEARTED GLASGOW  (J8x32)  3C (4C set) 
 1- 8 1s turn RH & cast to 2nd place, turn partner LH 

1.1/4 times  
 9-16 1s dance RH across (Lady with 2s at top & Man 

with 3s); 1s pass RSh & dance LH across with 
other couple 

17-24 1s lead down the middle & back to 2nd place own 
side 

25-32 2s+1s+3s circle 6H round & back 
 
FRIENDSHIPS  (S4x32)  4C set 
 1- 8 1s+3s dance down between 2s/4s and cast back 

to places, 1s+2s also  3s+4s dance circle 4H round 
to Left 

 9-16 2s+4s dance up between 1s/3s and cast back to 
places.   1s+2s also  3s+4s dance circle 4H round 
to Right 

17-24 1s+2s set, 1/2 RH across.  1s+3s set, 1/2 LH 
across 

25-32 1s+4s set, 1/2 RH across.  All 4 couples set and 
cross RH 

 
LAMB SKINNET  (J8x32)  3C (4C set) 
 1- 8 1s set, cast 1 place & dance 1/2 Fig of 8 round 2s 
 9-16 1s set, cast to 3rd place & dance 1/2 Fig of 8 

round 3s 
17-24 1s lead up to top, set & cast to 2nd place 
25-32 2s+1s dance R&L 
 
THE WHITE COCKADE  (R8x32)  3C (4C set) 
 1- 8 1s+2s+3s set & cross RH, set & cross back RH 
 9-16 1s lead down the middle for 4 bars & back to top 
17-24 1s cast to 2nd place on own sides & circle 4H 

round to the left with 3s 
25-32 2s+1s dance R&L 
 
SUGAR CANDIE  (S8x32)  3C (4C set) 
 1- 8 1s set & cast 1 place, cross passing LSh & cast 

RSh round their 1st corner into centre ending BtoB 
(Lady facing up, Man down) 

 9-16 1L circle left with 2s & 1M with 3s, turn to face 
partner & set, 3/4 turn partner 2H to end facing 1st 
corners 

17-24 1s turn 1st corner RH, partner LH, 2nd corner RH, 
partner LH & end facing 1st corners 

25-32 1s dance Reel of 3 on opposite sides passing 1st 
corner LSh & cross RH to 2nd place own sides 

 
WEST'S HORNPIPE  (R4x32)  4C set 
 1- 8 1s cross down & dance reflection reels of 3 on 

opposite sides 
 9-16 1s cross down to dance reflection reels of 3 on 

own sides 
17-24 1s lead down the middle & back to top (1s end 

facing 2s diagonally) 
25-32 1s set to 2s & dance down to 4th place (2s+3s+4s 

step up 27-28), 4s+1s circle 4H round to left 
 
ROARING JELLY  (J8x32)  3C (4C set) 
 1- 8 1s cross RH, cast 1 place, cross RH & cast (Man 

up & Lady down) into centre, 1M between 2s, 1L 
between 3s 

 9-16 1s+2s+3s circle 6H round & back (1s end in 
centre) 

17-24 1s change places RH & dance out of ends to their 
right, into Figs of 8 (Lady round 2s as 1M dances 
round 3s) 

25-32 1s dance reels of 3 on opposite sides giving RSh 
to 2nd corners & cross RH to places 

 
SWASHBUCKLING IAIN  (J8x32)  2C (4C set) 
 1- 8 1M dances reel of 3 on opposite side with 1L+2L 

(RSh to 2L) 
 9-16 1M followed by partner dances Tandem reel of 3 

across with 2s (RSh to 2M) 
17-24 1M followed by partner dances down the middle & 

leads her up to top 
25-32 1s+2s dance Allemande 
 
THE AUSTRALIAN LADIES  (R8x32)  3C (4C set) 
 1- 8. 1s cross, cast down to 3rd place & 3s+1s dance 

RH across. 
 9-16. 1s lead up to top, cross, cast to 2nd place & 2s+1s 

dance LH across. 
17-24. 2s & 3s set & cross RH as 1s cross RH & cast to 

right; 2s+3s set on sides & change pls RH as 1s 
cross RH up/down centre & cast to right 

25-32. 3s & 2s set & cross RH as 1s cross RH & cast to 
right; 3s+2s set on sides & change pls RH as 1s 
cross RH up/down centre & cast to 2nd place 

 
JEAN MARTIN OF ABERDEEN  (S3x32)  3C set 
 1- 8 1s turn RH & cast 1 pl, all circle 6H round 3/4 way 

to left & end in lines of 3 across (Ladies face down 
& Men up) 

 9-16 All set & change places with partner RH, all circle 
6H round 3/4 way to left & end in middle facing up.  
3 1 2 

17-24 All dance Allemande. 2 1 3 
25-32 1s+3s (bottom 2 couples) dance the Bourrel to end 

2 3 1 : - 
 `1M+3L set advg, 3/4 turn 2H & twirl to end BtoB 

(up/down middle L facing up & M down) while 
1L+3M chase anticl'wise 1/2 way to face prtnr 

 `1s+3s set to partners & turn 2H to own sides 
having changed places 



 

 
MRS STEWART'S JIG  (J8x32)  3C (4C set) 
 1- 8 1s set, 1L followed by partner casts 2 places, 1L 

crosses (below 3s) & casts up on Men’s side to 
2nd place facing down while 1M dances round 3L 
& up the middle to 2nd place Ladies side facing 
down 

 9-16 2s+1s+3s dance Grand Chain, end with 2M & 1M 
facing out 

17-24 2s+1s dance Ladies Chain 
25-32 2s+1s+3s Adv+Ret for 2 steps & 1s turn 1.1/2 RH 

to own sides 
 
THE SPRING FLING REEL  (R8x40)  3C (4C set) 
 1- 8 1s turn RH, cast (2s step up bars 3-4), cross RH, 

cast to Right to 1L between 2s facing down, 1M 
between 3s facing up 

 9-16 1L+2s & 1M+3s Adv+Ret, circle 6H 1/2 round to 
Left 

17-24 1M+3s & 1L+2s Adv+Ret, 1s turn RH 1.1/4 times 
to face 1st corners 

25-32 1s dance 1/2 diag reel of 4 with 1st corners, pass 
RSh, 1/2 diag reel of 4 with 2nd corners. 1s end in 
middle 1M below 1L facing own sides 

33-40 1L+2s & 1M+3s dance LH across. 1s end 2nd 
place opposite sides.  2s+3s turn LH while 1s turn 
RH 1.1/2 times to own side.  2 1 3  

 
THE ORCHARDS OF CO. ARMAGH  (S3x32)  3C set 
 1- 8 1M leading 2M+3M also  3L leading 2L+1L chase 

clockwise 1/2 round to opp sides (4 bars).  All set, 
1s+3s turn partners 3/4 RH into line up/down (Men 
facing down) 

 9-12 3s+1s dance 1/2 reel of 4, 1M+3L pass LSH to 
face 2s (1M+2M & 3L+2L facing), 1L+3M remain in 
centre at top/bottom 

13-16 1M+3L+2s dance 1/2 reel of 4 across, 1M & 3L 
pass LSh to face partners up/down set 

17-24 1s+3s dance 1/2 reel of 4, 1M+3L pass LSh to 
face own partners.  3s+1s set, petronella turn to 
own sides.  3 2 1 

25-32 2s followed by 1s dance up to top, cast, 2s to 3rd 
place, 1s to 2nd place (4 bars). 3s+1s+2s turn 
partners 2H 

 
MIDNIGHT OIL  (J5x48)  5C set 
 1- 8 1s & 3s lead down & 3/4 turn RH to L facing down 

& M up, retaining hold of RH set & L turns under 
ptnrs Rt arm to dance up (Men follow prtnr) 

 9-16 1s & 3s dance RH across with 2L/4L, 1s & 3s 
dance LH across with 4M/5M to end facing 1st 
corners 

17-24 1s also 3s dance Pass+Turn with 1st corners & 
pass RSh to face 2nd corners, dance Pass+Turn 
with 2nd corners & into centre facing partner (L 
facing down M up) 

25-32 1s+3s dance reel of 4 up & down centre of dance 
& end in centre holding partners nearer hand (1s 
face Ladies side & 3s face Men’s side) 

33-40 1s also 3s dance out sides & cast, dance in to 
meet ptnr (1M & 3L pass LSh) to dance out other 
side & cast back to middle (1M & 3L pass RSh & 
face each other) 

41-48 1L also 3M set twice while 1M+3L turn RH, 1s & 
3s turn partner LH & cast down 1 place on own 
sides.  End 2 4 1 5 3 

 
MRS MACPHERSON OF INVERAN  (R8x32)  3C (4C set) 
 1- 8 1s dance Inveran Reels with 2s+3s 
 9-16 1s turn RH 1.1/2 times moving down to 2nd place 

opp sides (2s step up); 1s cast up behind 2s & 
cross down to 2nd place own side 

17-24 2s+1s+3s dance Grand Chain 
25-32 2s+1s+3s circle 6H round & back 
 
SCOTT MEIKLE  (R4x32)  4C set 
 1- 8 1s cross RH & cast to 2nd place, 1s dance 1/2 Fig 

of 8 round 2s 
 9-16 1s+3s dance RH across, LH back 
17-24 1L followed by 3L dance Tandem reel of 3 across 

with 2s (LSh to 2M) & 1s end 3rd pl while 3M 
followed by 1M dance reel of 3 with 4s (LSh to 4L) 
& 3s end in 2nd pl  2 3 1 4 

25-32 1s+4s dance 1/2 R&L, turn partners RH 1.1/2 
times  2 3 4 1 

 
THE REEL OF THE ROYAL SCOTS  (R8x32)  3C (4C 

set) 
 1- 8 1s 1/2 turn 2s on sides (1M RH - 1L LH) to face 

out, 2s+1s+3s set, 1s 1/2 turn 3s on sides (1M LH 
- 1L RH) end 3s facing out & 2s+3s+1s set 

 9-16 1s followed by 3s dance up between 2s, cast down 
1 place, dance in & 1s cast up to 2nd place 3s end 
in 3rd place 

17-24 1s turn 1st corners RH, pass partner RSh turn 2nd 
corners RH & cross passing partner RSh to 2nd 
place own sides 

25-32 2s+1s+3s circle 6H round & back 
 
FIRE IN THE RYE  (R6x32)  6C set 
4s & 5s & 6s start on opp sides 
 1- 8 1s+2s+3s also 4s+5s+6s circle 6H round & back 
 9-16 All dance 1/2 Grand Chain (1s & 6s cross to start) 

to end in reverse order 6 5 4 (3)(2)(1) 
17-24 6s+5s also 4s+3s also 2s+1s set & dance RH 

across 1/2 way, end couples stand while 6s+3s 
also 4s+1s set & dance LH across 1/2 way 

25-32 Centre couples (1s+6s) set to each other on sides 
& change places RH, all set & cross RH.  5 3 1 
(6)(4)(2) 

 


